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Reference AP (DE 197 17 579) discloses a method of preparing 
disinfected water in a storage tank, to which microbial 
contaminated water is delivered through a supply line. This 
contaminated water is subjected to a short-term disinfection in 
the supply line before being delivered to the storage tank. To 
suppress the development of microorganism in the storage tank and 
in the connected lines leading to water-consuming devices, the 
water is additionally subjected to a long-term disinfection 
treatment in the storage tank. The short-term disinfection is 
preferably a UV radiation treatment, while the long-term 
disinfection treatment is preferably an electrolytic treatment. 
For this purpose, a portion of the water in the storage tank is 
removed from the storage tank and subjected to an electrolytic 
treatment, and is then again returned into the storage tank. The 
long-term disinfection treatment is regulated dependent on the 
quantity of the disinfecting substances electrolytically 
generated in the natural compositional components of the water, 
as present in the water of the storage tank. The long-term 
disinfection treatment can be regulated dependent on the quantity 
of free chlorine present in the water of the storage tank. 
Before the long-term disinfection treatment, a common saline 
solution can be dosed into the water in the storage tank. The 
electrolytic treatment can be carried out with DC current, of 
which the poles connected to the electrodes are reversed at 
suitable time spacings to prevent the formation of lime deposits. 

Reference AQ (DE 296 18 711 Ul) discloses an apparatus for 
disinfection or sterilization and continuous prophylactic 
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treatment of water-conveying technical plants . An electrolyzer 
is arranged in a line of the technical plant, and a device to 
make the water flow turbulent is connected upstream from the 
electrolyzer. An electrode packet of the electrolyzer has 
plate-shaped electrodes including end electrodes and bipolar 
electrodes, which are each respectively embodied as a cathode and 
an anode, inter-engagingly inserted in one another to face 
opposite one another and lie parallel to one another. The 
pertinent water line of the technical plant may be a water 
circulation line. A bypass line can be arranged parallel to the 
water circulation line, and a shut-off device is arranged between 
the inlet and the outlet of the bypass line. A shut-off device 
may also be arranged in the bypass line in the area of the inlet 
and of the outlet respectively. The shut-off devices in the 
bypass line may be ball valves. 

Reference AR (DE G 94 17 730) discloses an apparatus for reusing 
gray water, comprising a gray water collection or storage tank, 
a pump for conveying the gray water from the tank to a gray water 
consuming device, and an electrolytic cell for carrying out an 
anodic oxidation so as to convert chlorides present in the gray 
water into hypochlorite. The electrolytic cell is arranged in 
an electrolysis container connected in a closed circulating loop 
to the storage tank. Particularly, a circulation loop line is 
connected to the pump in the storage tank, so that gray water 
flows through the electrolytic cell during operation of the pump. 
The water consuming device may be the flush tank of a toilet. 
The electrolysis cell may comprise one or more cathodes and 
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anodes that are arranged pair-wise extending longitudinally in 
the electrolysis cell with a channel provided therebetween. The 
cathode is embodied as a plate of titanium or a stainless steel, 
while the anode is embodied as a grid of titanium coated with a 
noble or precious metal oxide. The electrolytic cell converts 
the chlorides in the gray water to hypochlorite, which is a 
strong oxidizing agent, which kills microorganisms, so that the 
gray water does not develop an odor and an increasing 
contamination with microorganisms. The use of chemical 
disinfecting agents in the water can be avoided. 

7) The Examiner is requested to consider all references of record, 
return an initialed copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 and ensure 
that all references of record are printed on any patent issuing 
from this application. 
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